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We had another Scrutiny for the “elect” today.
What’s this got to do with the Scripture readings?

In today’s Old Testament reading, Jeremiah speaks of a
time when God will make a New Covenant relationship
with the people. This covenant, unlike the previous
one which the people broke, will not be written on
stone tablets. Rather it will be written and engraved on

people’s hearts.

Jeremiah uses the verb “to know” to communicate
the depth of intimacy and relationship that God
desires in this New Covenant. In Hebrew, the verb
“to know” is used to express the depth and intimacy
of the marriage covenant. Jeremiah expresses God’s
desire for a relationship with us in terms of a lifetime
marriage commitment. God will forgive and forget all
our past faults, starting our covenant relationship anew

and forever.

The third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent are known
as Scrutiny Sundays. On these Sundays, the parish
community joins in prayer over the “elect,” those to
be fully initiated at the Easter Vigil. The community
prays with the elect that God may remove any obstacles
preventing the elect from making the total commitment

to God that full initiation requires.

The intimacy and depth of commitment that
Jeremiah sees God desiring is exactly the intimacy
and commitment that the elect are asking God’s help
in making. Baptism, confirmation and Eucharist are
the external signs of the elect’s striving for that deep

intimacy and committed relationship with God.
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As you pray with the elect, ask that you too come “to 2
(=)

know” the Lord. =
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